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Malaysia, A Multi-Ethnic Nation 

Bumiputera (Malay, native Sabahans & Sarawakians)              Chinese             Indian 
69.6%                     22.6%      6.8% 
(Others: >1%) 
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Quotes from Participants*: 

“In Malaysia, I am able to speak and converse in my own mother 
tongue. We can speak Tamil, Mandarin, English, Malay.” 

        - Laila, 25 

“To me, my culture, the uniqueness of the food and the language. 
The costumes including the celebrations like Pesta Kaamatan, 
we can celebrate here in Kadazan. We continue to practice our 
customs and traditions.”  
       -  Elise, 56 
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Quotes from Participants: 

“In my family itself, we are a mix of everything, like my mum, she 
married a Filipino, my aunt she married a Chinese and another 
aunty, an Indian, another one converted to Islam. We celebrated 
everything together.” 
 
       - Sheila, 38 
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Quotes from Participants: 

“For me, it is easy, the idea of other ethnic groups wasn’t totally 
foreign. So, it was like so easy. I grew up with knowing that I am 
a Kadazan, then after that, there are those who are from other 
races and they are also my cousins. We grew up together.” 
 
        - Amanda, 26 
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Quotes from Participants: 

“I am proud to be a Malaysian, I can still see that we still try to 
tolerate each other no matter what. We are still trying to com-
promise with each other, trying to tolerate each other fairly well 
even though, we are boiling up and unhappy with things.” 
 
       - Azalina 46 
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Quotes from Participants: 

“In Sabah, you can have different ethnic groups eating in the 
same store, different utensils were used for halal and non-halal 
food. This is not an issue for us. But recently, we have an issue of 
segregating the trolly in supermarkets to halal and non-halal. We 
never have such an issue here before!” 
        - Elise, 56 
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Quotes from Participants: 

“I have some Malay friends, who are not comfortable with me (a 
Malay) to have mixed group of friends. They would call those 
from other ethnicities with different terms. They would talk bad 
about the other races, the Indians, the Chinese. Instead, when I 
told them it was not right to call other races that way, they will 
be upset and would treat me differently – in a hostile manner”.  
        -  Ida, 39 
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Quotes from Participants: 

“...for Malaysian Chinese, of course, we love our country, but we 
are not that patriotic. I think we have multiple races here and we 
do not understand other cultures very well. We would 
acknowledge ourselves as Chinese Malaysians, Malay  
Malaysians, Indian Malaysians but we do not understand each 
other very well.”  
      - Ming Wei, 24 
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Quotes from Participants: 

“...do I feel included in Malaysia? No. Do I feel included in Sara-
wak? More so actually. Sarawakians are happy to claim me as 
their own. Do I feel like I’m particularly included in Malaysia? 
No.”         
       - Lina, 49 
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Malaysia, Negara yang Berbilang Etnik  

Bumiputera (Melayu, Orang Asal Sabah & Sarawak)              Cina             India 
69.6%                     22.6%      6.8% 
(Lain-lain: >1%) 
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Sejarah Kepelbagaian Etnik di Malaysia  



 

Pembinaan Negara Malaysia  
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Petikan dari Peserta *: 

“Di Malaysia, saya mampu bercakap dan berborak dalam baha-
sa ibunda saya. Kita boleh bercakap bahasa Tamil, Mandarin, 
Inggeris dan Melayu.  

        - Laila, 25 

“Untuk saya, budaya saya, keunikan makanan dan bahasa. Paka-
ian… termasuklah sambutan seperti Pesta Kaamatan, kita boleh 
raikannya di Kadazan. Kita terus mengamalkan adat dan tradisi.   
 
       -  Elise, 56 
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Petikan dari Peserta: 

“Dalam keluarga saya, kami adalah campuran kesemuanya, sep-
erti ibu saya, dia berkahwin dengan orang Filipina, makcik saya 
berkahwin dengan orang Cina dan seorang lagi makcik dari 
kaum India telah menganut agama Islam. Kami meraikan 
kesemuanya bersama .” 
 
       - Sheila, 38 
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Petikan dari Peserta: 

“Untuk saya, tanggapan mengenai kumpulan etnik lain adalah 
tidak asing. Jadi ianya sangat mudah. Saya membesar sebagai 
seorang Kadazan dan kemudian ada mereka dari kaum lain yang 
juga adalah sepupu saya. Kami membesar bersama .” 
 
        - Amanda, 26 
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Petikan dari Peserta: 

“Saya bangga menjadi rakyat Malaysia. Saya dapat lihat kita 
masih mampu saling bertolak ansur. Kita masih cuba untuk sal-
ing berkompromi, saling bertoleransi secara adil walaupun kita 
menahan marah dan tidak gembira dengan keadaan tersebut .” 
 
       - Azalina 46 
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Petikan dari Peserta: 

“Di Sabah, anda dapat melihat pelbagai kumpulan etnik makan 
di kedai yang sama, alat makanan berbeza digunakan untuk 
makanan halal dan bukan halal. Ini bukan suatu isu untuk kami. 
Tetapi baru-baru ini, kami berdepan isu pengasingan troli halan 
dan bukan halal di pusat membeli-belah. Kami tidak pernah 
menghadapi isu seumpamanya sebelum ini!  
        - Elise, 56 
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Quotes from Participants: 

“Saya ada beberapa kawan Melayu yang tidak selesa dengan 
saya mempunyai kawan yang bercampur (kaum). Mereka (kawan 
Melayu) akan panggil kawan saya dari etnik lain itu pelbagai 
istilah. Mereka akan bercakap perkara yang tak elok mengenai 
kaum lain, India, Cina. Sebaliknya apabila saya betulkan mereka, 
mereka akan marah dan melayan saya dengan berbeza ”.  
        -  Ida, 39 
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Petikan dari Peserta: 

“.... (untuk) orang Cina di Malaysia, sudah tentu, kami mencintai 
negara ini, cuma kita tidak begitu patriotik. Saya fikir kita 
mempunyai beberapa kaum di sini dan kita tidak memahami 
budaya lain dengan baik. Kita mengakui diri kita sebagai Cina 
Malaysia, Melayu Malaysia, India Malaysia tetapi kita tidak sal-
ing memahami dengan baik   
      - Ming Wei, 24 



 

 

PA
ND

AN
GA

N 
NE

GA
TIF

 TE
RH

AD
AP

 ID
EN

TIT
I M

AL
AY

SI
A 

Petikan dari Peserta: 

“....adakah saya merasai sebahagian dari Malaysia? Tidak. 
Adakah saya merasai sebahagian dari Sarawak? Sebenarnya, 
ya. Warga Sarawak gembira untuk menganggap saya sebahagian 
dari mereka. Adakah saya merasai sebahagian (terutamanya) 
dari Malaysia? Tidak.”       
       - Lina, 49 
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