
January 2013 
 
KOMAS was approached by UK based journalist and director Callum Macrae 
to help organize a screening of his documentary “No Fire Zone” on alleged war 
crimes in Sri Lanka. KOMAS agreed to support him to organize the screening.  
 
1 July 2013 
 
KOMAS staff, Ms. Lena Hendry receives a call from the Censorship Board, 
Ministry of Home Affairs. They asked KOMAS not to go ahead with a public 
screening of No Fire Zone” on the evening of the 3rd July because the film had 
not been censored. Lena responded that it was a private screening and 
attendance was by invitation only. 
 
3 July 2013 @ 1pm  
 
Screening of No Fire Zone” to members of the Malaysian Parliament. A 
discussion was held with director, Callum Macrae after the screening.  
 
3 July 2013 @ 2 pm   
 
Sri Lankan embassy visits KL & Selangor Chinese Assembly Hall, the venue 
where “No Fire Zone” was going to be screened again that same evening. They 
asked the venue management not to allow the screening to take place.   
Meeting was arranged between KOMAS and the Sri Lankan embassy at 
6.30pm KLSCAH however the officials did not turn up for the meeting 
 
3 July 2013 @ 8pm 
 
About 150 invited guests turned up for the screening in KLSCAH. 
 
3rd July 2013 @ 8.45pm 
 
About 30 officials from the Home ministry, Immigration officials and the 
Police arrived at the venue and requested the screening be stopped.  
Subsequently, three KOMAS representatives, Ms Anna Har (KOMAS Board of 
Director), Mr Arul Prakkash (Executive Director) and Ms Lena Hendry 
(KOMAS Programme officer) were arrested under Section 6 of the Film 
Censorship Act 2002.  
 
18th September 2013 
 
The Home Ministry issued a notice informing KOMAS that Ms Lena Hendry 
will be charged. 

19th September 2013 
 
Lena Hendry was charged in court for an offence under section 6 of the Film 
Censorship Act 2002 for screening a film without prior approval and license 
from the Film Censorship Board. The case was heard in front of magistrate 
Ashraf Razal Abdul Manan. After 5 case managements, the trial was set to be 
held from the 31st of March – 4 of April.  
 
11th April 2014 
 
Lena Hendry filed an application late 2013 in high court to dismiss the charges 
against her on the basis that it is unconstitutional. High Court Judge Kamardin 
Hashim dismissed Ms. Lena Hendry’s application after ruling that the charges 
imposed a restriction reasonable and proportional against free speech. The 
Court found that the restrictions imposed by the Film Censorship Act were not 
in contradiction of Article 10(2)(a) of the Federal Constitution, which allows 
laws to impose restrictions on a person's freedom of speech in the interest of 
public security, order and morality. 
 
14th December 2015 
 
Trial starts at the Magistrate Court under Magistrate Mohd. Rehan Mohd. Aris. 
A total of eight prosecution witnesses were called for the case. The Public 
Prosecutor were represented by DPP Nurakmal Farhan Aziz. 
 
10th March 2016 
 
Magistrate Mohd. Rehan Mohd. Aris had acquitted Lena Hendry and had said 
that the Public Prosecutor had failed to prove prima facie for the case and 
therefore the defense does not need to be called. However, the Public 
Prosecutor had appealed the decision and the case was brought to the High 
Court. 
 
21st September 2016 
 
Judicial Commissioner Mohamad Shariff Abu Samah in high court found that 
there was a prima facie case against Lena Hendry and he had reversed the 
acquittal order and ordered Lena Hendry to enter her defence over the charge.  
 
21st February 2017 
 
Magistrate Mohd. Rehan Mohd. Aris delivers a guilty verdict to Lena Hendry 
by saying that the defence had failed to raise reasonable doubts in the case 
stating that the accused is found guilty. He then ordered both parties to file their 
respective submissions and set March 22, 2017 for sentencing. He had also 
extended Lena’s bail of RM 1,000 pending disposal of the case. 


